
Point  
Mutation 

Single base is changed for another  
In the DNA or RNA 

May or may not code for different 
 amino acid 

 

Insertion  
Mutation 

Addition of 1+ nucleotides in DNA  
or RNA Causes codons to “shift”  

altering amino acid code 

 

Deletion  
Mutation 

Deletion of 1+ nucleotides in DNA  
or RNA Also causes codons to  

“shift” altering amino acid code 

 

Nonsense  
Mutation 

One or more bases are changed  
resulting in an early STOP  

codon ending polypeptide early 

 

Silent 
Mutation 

A base is changed but the resulting  
Amino acid is still the same as the 

normal DNA 

 



 

Insertion  
Mutation 

Single base is changed for another  
In the DNA or RNA 

May or may not code for different 
 amino acid 

 

Silent 
Mutation 

Addition of 1+ nucleotides in DNA  
or RNA Causes codons to “shift”  

altering amino acid code 

 

Nonsense 
Mutation 

Deletion of 1+ nucleotides in DNA  
or RNA Also causes codons to  

“shift” altering amino acid code 

 

Deletion  
Mutation 

One or more bases are changed  
resulting in an early STOP  

codon ending polypeptide early 

 

Silent 
Mutation 

A base is changed but the resulting  
Amino acid is still the same as the 

normal DNA 

 



 
 


