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Honors	Biology	
Unit	3:	Cells	

3.2 Cell membrane structure & function 
Function of cell membrane: 
 
 
 
 
Properties of the cell membrane: 
 1. The Membrane is fluid & flexible 
 2. The membrane can  repair itself 
 3. Organelles have their own membranes like the cell membrane 
 4. Membrane proteins have special functions within the membrane 
 
Molecule of the Cell Membrane: Phospholipid 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phospholipid Bilayer: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other Molecules in the membrane: 

Transport Channel 
Proteins 

Other Membrane proteins Glycoproteins Cholesterol Cytoskeleton 

     

Lipid Tails Phosphate Head 

Lipid Tails 

Phosphate Heads 


